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This book is designed to help first-year law students master the fundamental Blue-
book citation rules that will be needed in legal research and writing courses and
in legal practice. It can also act as a Bluebook refresher for other law students,
clerks, attorneys, judges, and paralegals.

This book presents the detailed citation rules that are scattered throughout numer-
ous sections of the Bluebook in an organized and easily accessible manner. In ad-
dition, this book includes exercises to aid in understanding and mastering the
rules.

Part I of this book provides an introduction to legal citations. Part II covers basic
citations to the most commonly cited primary authority (cases, statutes, constitu-
tions, rules, administrative regulations, and court and litigation documents) and
secondary authority (books and periodicals). Part III addresses additional infor-
mation that may be included on basic citations —case history, parallel citations,
parenthetical information, and information regarding nonprint sources. Part IV
presents Bluebook topics that are not specific to just one citation or one type of
authority —quotations, string citations, introductory signals, pinpoint infor-
mation, and capitalization.

Part V of this book has a comprehensive exercise that incorporates concepts from
many of the chapters in the previous parts. The comprehensive exercise puts cita-
tions in the context of a legal document, requiring the type of review and editing
necessary in legal research and writing courses and in practice.

Students and practitioners are often frustrated when trying to apply Bluebook
rules in their writing. My goal with this book is to provide an easy to understand
guide to the rules that alleviates those frustrations and allows students and prac-
titioners to spend more time on other aspects of their writing and on research and
analysis. And to do so for free —and, thanks to West Academic, I am able to do so.
I welcome any comments or suggestions (dionne.anthon.bbu@gmail.com).

Dionne E. Anthon
July 2020

© 2020 Dionne E. Anthon. All rights reserved. ix
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Conventions

Used in This Book

This book uses the following icons and text boxes to convey particular infor-
mation:

This icon represents a note or additional information
regarding a particular Bluebook rule or concept.

This icon represents a useful tip.

74

This icon represents navigation information—i.e.,

where you can find information in other chapters of the
book.

This icon represents a warning.

© 2020 Dionne E. Anthon. All rights reserved. xiii



xiv  Conventions Used in This Book

Throughout this book, examples of citations, quotations, and text are in a mono-
spaced font to enable you to determine more easily where there are, and are
not, spaces. For example:

Burck v. Mars, Inc., 571 F. Supp. 2d 446, 453-54
(S.D.N.Y. 2008); see also Lombardo v. Doyle, Dane &
Bernbach, Inc., 396 N.Y.S.2d 661, 665 (App. Div. 1977).
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Chapter 1

Legal Citations

A. When & Why You Must Cite

In legal writing, like all writing, you must provide citations for your authorities
(or sources) of information, regardless of whether you directly quote or para-
phrase an authority, so that you do not plagiarize someone else’s work or ideas.
According to the Legal Writing Institute, you should provide citations in the fol-
lowing five scenarios:

1. Acknowledge direct use of someone else’s words.

2. Acknowledge any paraphrase of someone else's words.
3. Acknowledge direct use of someone else’s idea.
4.

Acknowledge a source when your own analysis or conclusion builds
on that source.

5. Acknowledge a source when your idea about a legal opinion came
from a source other than the opinion itself.!

Notice that only the first rule involves direct quotations. Therefore, you still need
to cite in many other instances to avoid plagiarism, even if you are not directly
quoting from an authority.

In legal writing, not only does citing help you avoid plagiarism, but it also adds
credibility to your analysis of the legal issues you are addressing. To be able to
trust your analysis, your reader (e.g., a supervising attorney or judge) will want to
know that it is based on valid law. Your citations provide that assurance to the
reader.

1 Legal Writing Inst., Law School Plagiarism v. Proper Attribution 4 (2003), https://staging-
mpbykpkm7cbbg.us.platform.sh/sites/default/files/policy (1).pdf. In a CALI Lesson, Rebecca
Trammell add a sixth rule: “Common knowledge . . . does not require a citation. However, in legal
writing, all statements of the law should be supported by correctly cited authority, preferably pri-
mary legal authority or, if none is available, persuasive secondary legal authority.” Rebecca S. Tram-
mell, Plagiarism in an Online World - Staying Out of Trouble, https:/ /www.cali.org/lesson/1119 (last
visited Aug. 4, 2020) (note: you must have an active CALI account to access this lesson).
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B. The Bluebook

There are two main sources of rules for citing to legal authority: (1) The Bluebook:
A Uniform System of Citation (21st ed. 2020) and (2) ALWD Citation Manual: A
Professional System of Citation (6th ed. 2017).

This book covers The Bluebook (21st edition).
Specifically, it covers the first version of the 21st edition
of The Bluebook, which was released in July 2020. At
times, the editors of The Bluebook make slight changes
and updates before publishing a new edition. For past
editions of The Bluebook, the editors have indicated
such changes and updates on The Bluebook’s website:

https:/ /www.legalbluebook.com.

To master the fundamental Bluebook citation rules,
your goal should not be to memorize all of the rules.
Your goal should be to become familiar with the

\\ different types of citations and rules so that you can
\\ easily look up and apply the applicable rules.

The Bluebook consists of three main parts (in this order):

1. The Bluepages
2. The Rules (i.e., the “Whitepages”)
3. The Tables

Look through your Bluebook as you read the descriptions below of these three
main parts.

The Bluepages: The Bluepages contain the citation rules and tables applicable to
the types of documents that one would write in practice (e.g., a brief, a memo, or
an opinion), which are the subject of this book. The Bluebook sometimes refers to
these types of documents as “non-academic legal documents” (see the Bluepages
Introduction). Do not be confused by this term. It is referring to the types of docu-
ments that you will write in your legal research and writing courses and in prac-
tice, so you will follow the Bluepages rules.

The Bluebook Uncovered
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In the Bluebook, “academic legal documents” or
“academic publications” refers to the scholarly writing
you find in law reviews and journals. In law school, you
will write and edit such documents if you join one of
your school’s journals or law review. You will also
typically write such a document to fulfill your school’s
writing requirement, which is often accomplished in a
seminar course. When writing such academic legal
documents, you will use only the rules in the
Whitepages, not the Bluepages.

Even when writing non-academic legal documents that
follow the Bluepages rules, you will still need to consult
the Whitepages rules because those rules are the basis
for the Bluepages rules, and they provide more details.
In fact, a Bluepages rule will often refer you to related
Whitepages rule(s).

The Appendix covers the main ways that citations in

academic legal documents (i.e., scholarly writing) differ

from citations in non-academic legal documents. If you

are participating in a competition to join the law review

or a journal at your law school or you are writing a

S seminar paper, this Appendix will help you understand
how the citations differ from those you used in your
legal research and writing courses.

Bluepages Rules Bl through B9 are general rules, and Bluepages Rules B10
through B21 are rules that are specific to particular types of authority. For example,
Bluepages Rule B5 involves quotations, and Bluepages Rule B10 involves cases.

The Whitepages: The Whitepages contain 21 rules, the topics of which mirror those
in the Bluepages. For example, both Bluepages Rule B10 and Whitepages Rule 10
involve (or pertain to) citations of cases. The Whitepages rules contain more details
than the Bluepages rules.

21st Edition of The Bluebook
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N\

Although the Whitepages rules contain more details,
you should generally begin your search for answers in
the Bluepages because they contain the most common
rules needed for the types of documents that you will
write in your legal research and writing course and in
practice, and they refer you to additional details in the
Whitepages.

The Tables: Supplementing the citation rules in the Bluepages and Whitepages are

tables that provide additional information for the rules. For example, Table T6 con-

tains a list of words that you should abbreviate in case names, institutional author

names, and periodical titles in citations. The rules will refer you to the applicable

table(s).

N

Always review the general information at the
beginning of a table to guide your use of that table.

Most tables come after the Whitepages, but the Bluepages have two tables at the

end of the Bluepages.

This book refers to a rule in the Bluepages as “BP Rule
Bx” and a rule in the Whitepages as “Rule x” (where “x”
is the rule number). Likewise, this book refers to a table
in the Bluepages as “BP Table BTx” and a table after the
Whitepages as “Table Tx” (where “x” is the table

number).

To help you find the rules relevant to a particular authority you wish to cite, you

can use the Contents pages that appear before the Bluepages or the Index that ap-

pears after the tables.

In addition, you can use the Quick Reference guide on the

inside back cover of the Bluebook to view some common citation forms and their

applicable rules (note: the inside front cover has examples for citations in law re-

views, journals, and other academic legal documents).

The Bluebook Uncovered
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When you consult the rules in the Whitepages and the
tables after the Whitepages, be aware that the
examples conform to the standards for law reviews
and journals, not the “non-academic legal documents”
that you will be writing in practice or in your legal
research and writing class. You always need to check
the Bluepages rules to determine what, if any, changes
are appropriate for your writing.

74

For example, a case name in the Whitepages and tables
may not be underlined or italicized, but, according to
BP Rule B2, the Bluepages require a case name to be
underlined or italicized.

When citing to authority, do not rely on the citations
that you see in other sources (e.g., citations that you
see in cases). Likewise, do not rely on any citation help
features of electronic databases such as Westlaw,
Lexis, and Bloomberg Law.

Although such citations may appear to be, or are
supposed to be, in Bluebook format, often they are not.
You will have to use your Bluebook to ensure proper
citation format.

C. Jurisdiction- or Court-Specific Citation Rules

Some jurisdictions or courts have their own specific citation rules that take prece-
dence over Bluebook rules. These citation rules may be found in a jurisdiction’s
court rules, style guide, or other jurisdiction- or court-specific documents. When
preparing a legal document in practice, be sure to follow any of these specific cita-
tion rules.

21st Edition of The Bluebook
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Your professor may require you to follow jurisdiction-
or court-specific citation rules. Generally, such rules do
not differ significantly from Bluebook rules, and often
they do not encompass everything covered in Bluebook
rules. Therefore, you will normally also need to learn
Bluebook rules.

You can use BP Table BT2 to determine whether a jurisdiction or court has any
specific citation rules or style guides. For example, the Florida state court listing in
this table has the following entry:

» Fla. R. App. P. 9.800 (citation of various types of legal authority)

Given this entry, you would need to review Rule 9.800 of the Florida Rules of Ap-
pellate Procedure, which gives some specific citation rules and indicates that cita-
tions not covered by this rule should follow Bluebook rules or, if no appropriate
Bluebook rule exists, the Florida Style Manual.

BP Table BT2 comprises three subparts —BT2.1 involves federal courts, BT2.2 in-
volves state courts, and BT2.3 involves territories.

This book does not cover any jurisdiction- or court-
specific citation rules; it covers only Bluebook rules.

D. Where to Put Citations

For the types of documents that you will write in your legal research and writing
course (i.e., non-academic legal documents), your citations should appear directly
within the main text of your document, not in footnotes as Rule 1.1 requires for
academic legal documents, unless jurisdiction- or court-specific citation rules per-
mit or require citations to be in footnotes (see BP Rule B1.1).

Because you will generally put your citations directly with your text, you should
understand three phrases you will encounter throughout the Bluebook:

» Textual sentence - This phrase refers to your sentence. In other words,

it is essentially any of your writing that is not a citation.
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Citation sentence - This phrase refers to a citation that is contained in
a separate sentence after a textual sentence (i.e., your textual sentence
should end with a period and then your citation sentence should begin
with a capital letter and end with a period). A citation sentence should
be used to cite to a particular authority or authorities that relate to the
entire preceding textual sentence. To illustrate, imagine that you write
a sentence (a textual sentence) that gives part of a rule, and you got
that part from one case. After your sentence, you would need to cite
to that case, and you would do so in a citation sentence after your tex-
tual sentence.

Citation clause - This phrase refers to a citation that is contained within
your textual sentence. Unlike a citation sentence, it does not automat-
ically begin with a capital letter (unless the first letter would otherwise
be capitalized according to the rules), nor does it automatically end
with a period. Citation clauses should be used to cite to a particular
authority or authorities that relate to only part of a textual sentence,
and they should immediately follow that part of the sentence and be
set off by commas (unless the citation clause is at the end of the textual
sentence, in which case a period should be used at the end of the clause
to represent the end of the textual sentence).

You should use citation sentences, not clauses,
whenever possible because citation clauses break up
the flow of your textual sentence and make reading it
more difficult.

This book uses one space between sentences — textual
and citation sentences. If you use two spaces between
sentences, you do so between all sentences, whether
textual or citation sentences.
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BP Rule B1.1 discusses the distinction between citation sentences and clauses. The
following example illustrates all three phrases:

Under Pennsylvania’s right-of-publicity statute, a
person’s “name or likeness” cannot be “used for any
commercial or advertising purposes” without that
person’s written consent if that person’s “name or
likeness has commercial value.” 42 Pa. Cons. Stat.

§ 8316 (2007). A well-known chef’s name may have
commercial value, Lewis v. Marriott Int’l, Inc., 527
F. Supp. 2d 422, 428 (E.D. Pa. 2007), but a well-
known intellectual property attorney could not prove
that his name did, Tillery v. Leonard & Sciolla, LLP,
437 F. Supp. 2d 312, 318, 329 (E.D. Pa. 2006).

In this example, the first sentence (which starts with “Under Pennsylvania’s right-
of publicity statute”) is a textual sentence. Notice that the sentence ends with a
period. Immediately following this textual sentence is a citation to section 8316 of
title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes. It is a citation sentence, and the
sentence ends with a period (after the year parenthetical). Following this citation
sentence is another textual sentence with two citation clauses within that sen-
tence —one to the Lewis case and one to the Tillery case. Notice that commas set
off these citation clauses; the Tillery citation ends with a period instead of a comma
because that citation is at the end of the entire sentence.

Although the example above uses real legal authority,
many examples and exercises in the book use fictional
authority.

E. Underlining or Italics

In the Bluepages rules, you will see examples with underlining. Similar examples
in the Whitepages use italics. Although the Whitepages require italics in law re-
views and journals, BP Rule B2 allows either italics or underlining in non-aca-
demic legal documents. Such documents, however, should consistently use one or
the other (i.e., one such document should not use both italics and underlining).
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Although many readers prefer italics to underlining,
this book uses underlining so that you can more easily
see when text needs to be underlined or italicized. If
your professor, supervisor, or any jurisdiction- or
court-specific rules require italics, you should use italics
in all instances where underlining is used in this book.

F. Common Rules & Tables

The following table provides the common Bluebook rules and tables for legal cita-
tions in general:

Rule or Table Description
BP Rule B1.1 Citation Sentences & Clauses
BP Rule B2 Typetace Conventions (i.e., underlining & italics)
Jurisdiction- or Court-Specific Citation Rules &
BP Table BT2 .
Style Guides

21st Edition of The Bluebook
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Chapter 2

Cases: Full Citation

A. Introduction

Unless a short citation to a case is permitted (see Chapter 3), you should use a full
citation. A citation is “full” when you include all of the information that the reader
would want to know about the case. The basic information that is included in a
full case citation is the following:

* who the parties to the case are (i.e., the case name);

= where the case can be found (i.e., the case location); and

* what the “weight,” or precedential value, of the case is (i.e., the court
and date).

A full case citation may also include the history of the case, if any, and other par-
enthetical information. The descriptions, examples, and exercise in this chapter as-
sume that no such additional information is required in the case citation.

Chapter 8 covers case history, and Chapter 10 covers
parenthetical information.

Here is an example full case citation sentence (note: the period at the end of the
citation represents the end of the citation sentence and is not otherwise part of the
citation):

Panei v. Perez, 68 A.2d 2, 5 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1996).

\ J\ J\. J
Y Y Y

Case Name Case Location Court & Date
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When you are drafting a document, you should not
stop to ensure perfect Bluebook format; otherwise, you
will likely lose your writing momentum. Instead, use
shorthand notations that will enable you to go back and
“Bluebook” your citations at the end. Be sure to leave
enough time at the end for this task and, in your
shorthand notations, include the appropriate pinpoint

\\\\ information so that you do not have to take time to hunt
for it at the end. For example, for a case, your shorthand
notation should include at least one of the party’s
names and the pinpoint page(s) for the specific
information you are citing.

B. Case Name

The “case name” portion of a full citation includes the names of the parties in the
case. Most case names that you will find in the caption of an opinion, however,
contain more information than is necessary for a full citation. For example, if a
party is an individual, you should use only the last name of the individual (see
BP Rule B10.1.1(ii)). Likewise, you should use only the first party’s name on each
side of the “v.” (see BP Rule B10.1.1(i)).

For example, if a case caption indicates Anna Hemingway, Ann Fruth, and David
Raeker-Jordan, Plaintiffs, v. Amanda Sholtis and Jennifer Lear, Defendants, the
case name would be the following:

Hemingway v. Sholtis
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Always underline the entire case name (see BP Rule
B2). Do not, however, underline the comma that
belongs after the case name and before the case location
in a citation.

You must also underline case names in textual sen-
tences, even if they are used without an immediate ci-
tation. Do not, however, underline a party name when
referring to the actual party, not the case. For example:

In Lear, the court held that the
employer wrongfully terminated Lear.
[Citation omitted.]

Recall that BP Rule B2 allows underlining or italics, but
this book uses underlining so that you can more easily
see when text needs to be underlined or italicized.

Rule 10.2 has detailed rules for case names. It comprises two subsections. The first
one (Rule 10.2.1) covers case names in textual sentences and citations. The second
one (Rule 10.2.2) includes additional rules for case names in citations only. In other
words, for case names in citations, you need to follow both subsections.

Keep in mind that the examples of case names you see
in Rule 10.2.1 may not be correct for case names in
citations because case names in citations must also
follow the additional rules in Rule 10.2.2.

Although using two subsections may seem confusing at first, the only distinction
between case names in textual sentences and case names in citations is the level of
abbreviation required. According to Rule 10.2.2, in citations, you need to abbrevi-
ate more words than in textual sentences.

There is a limited list of abbreviations that are appropriate for textual sentences
(see BP Rule B10.1.1(vi) and Rule 10.2.1(c)). Along with widely known acronyms
(see Rule 6.1(b)), the following eight words should be abbreviated in textual sen-
tences, unless they are the first word of a party’s name:

21st Edition of The Bluebook
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* and (&)

* Association (Ass'n)
* Brothers (Bros.)

* Company (Co.)

* Corporation (Corp.)
* Incorporated (Inc.)
* Limited (Ltd.)

=  Number (No.)

According to Rule 10.2.2, for case names in citations, you must also abbreviate any
word listed in Table T6, unless the word is part of a geographical location (e.g., a
state or country) and that geographical location is the entire party name.

When using Tables in The Bluebook, review the
information at the beginning of each table to
understand how to use each table and to learn any

\\ important general information or rules regarding the

table.

7

The following example illustrates the difference in the abbreviations used in a tex-
tual sentence versus a citation. In a case of Southern Hospital versus Medical Sup-
plies, Incorporated, the following case names would be correct:

For a textual sentence:

Southern Hospital v. Medical Supplies, Inc.

For a citation:

S. Hosp. v. Med. Supplies, Inc.

For case names in citations, Table T6 also allows, but
does not require, you to abbreviate other words that are
eight or more letters “if substantial space is thereby
saved and the result is unambiguous in context.” This
book, however, does not use any such discretionary
abbreviations.
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According to Rule 10.2.2, in addition to abbreviating words according to Table Tb6,
in citations (not textual sentences), you must abbreviate geographical locations
listed in Table T10, unless that geographic location is the entire name of the party.

For example, in a case of Jennifer Dorfmeister versus the University of Pennsylva-
nia, the following case names would be correct:

For a textual sentence:

Dorfmeister v. University of Pennsylvania

For a citation:

Dorfmeister v. Univ. of Pa.

But, in a case of Elliot Avidan versus the United States, the following case name
would be correct in a textual sentence and a citation (because, although Table T10.3
indicates that “United States” should be abbreviated as “U.S.,” United States is the
entire party name):

Avidan v. United States

Be aware that your word processor may automatically
capitalize the first letter of any word after a period. Be-
cause many of the abbreviations in Table T6 and Table
T10 end with a period, this automatic capitalization
may capitalize another word in the case name that
should not be capitalized. For example:

Brown v. Bd. Of Educ. ¥ incorrect

Brown v. Bd. of Educ. Vv correct

Rule 10.2.1 has many other detailed rules for case names. One such rule involves
whether and how to include geographical terms. “State of,” “Commonwealth of,”
and “People of” should be omitted, except when citing decisions of courts of that
state. When citing decisions of courts of that state, only ‘State,” “Commonwealth,”
or “People” should be used. See Rule 10.2.1(f) . For example:

Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (196606).

State v. Jones, 216 A.3d 907 (Md. 2019).

In the first example above, the full name of second party is State of Arizona. Be-
cause the deciding court is not an Arizona state court (it is the U.S. Supreme
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Court), the “State of” is omitted from the party name. In the second example
above, the full name of the first party is State of Maryland. Because the deciding
court is a Maryland state court, only “State” is used as the party name.

See Rule 10.2.1 for many other detailed rules for case
names that apply to both textual sentences and citations
(but remember for citations to also apply the additional
abbreviation rules in Rule 10.2.2). The exercise for this
\\\ chapter will teach you many of these other rules by

\ requiring you to apply them to answer the questions.

C. Case Location

The “case location” portion of a full citation indicates where the reader can find
the case. This chapter covers cases published in reporters and in a public domain
format.

Chapter 11 covers cases published only in electronic
sources.

Different jurisdictions have their cases published in different reporters, and many
jurisdictions have their cases published in multiple reporters. Therefore, one case
may be located in multiple reporters. Some states require that you use parallel ci-
tations for cases from that state that are located in multiple reporters. The descrip-
tions, examples, and exercise in this chapter assume that a parallel citation to mul-
tiple reporters is not required.
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Chapter 9 covers parallel citations involving multiple
reporters.

Each reporter has many volumes to contain the numerous cases published in it. In
addition, many reporters have a number of series. For example, the Atlantic Re-
porter has three series — Atlantic Reporter; Atlantic Reporter, Second Series; and
Atlantic Reporter, Third Series. Each series of a reporter begins with volume 1.

For cases published in reporters, you must indicate the following information
when specifying the location of a case in a basic full citation (see BP’ Rule B10.1.2
and Rule 10.3):

= yolume number;

* reporter abbreviation;

» starting page number; and

* pinpoint information (“pincite”) when citing material located on a
specific page(s) of the case.

The first three pieces of information above allow the reader to find the case. The
pinpoint information allows the reader to find the exact location in the case that
supports the proposition for which you are citing the case. Not only will this in-
formation allow the reader to find the case in the print reporter, but it will also
allow the reader to find the case in an electronic service (e.g., Westlaw, Lexis, and
Bloomberg Law).

Let’s look at the case location information from the example citation sentence from
Section A:

Panei v. Perez, 68 A.2d 2, 5 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1996).

\ J
Y

Case Location

“68” is the volume number, “A.2d” is the reporter abbreviation (it refers to the
Atlantic Reporter, Second Series), “2” is the starting page number, and “5” is the
pinpoint information. Therefore, the reader can find the case in volume 68 of the
Atlantic Reporter, Second Series. The case starts on page 2 of that reporter, and
page 5 contains the specific information being cited.
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Notice in the example above that the case location
information immediately follows a comma and space
after the case name.

1. Volume & Reporter

If a case is published in multiple reporters, you first need to determine which re-
porter to cite.! Table T1 provides that information and indicates the appropriate
abbreviation for the reporter. Table T1 comprises four subparts arranged by juris-
diction. The first two subparts involve the federal jurisdiction—T1.1 for federal
judicial and legislative material and T1.2 for federal administrative and executive
material. T1.3 involves the states. Finally, T1.4 involves other U.S. jurisdictions,
such as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

The example citation above is to a case from the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.
Assume that this case is published in two reporters: (1) volume 68 of the Atlantic
Reporter, Second Series, and (2) volume 454 of the Pennsylvania Superior Court
Reports. The example citation uses the Atlantic Reporter, Second Series, because
the entry for Pennsylvania in Table T1.3 indicates that the Atlantic Reporter is the
preferred reporter.

Here is the entry for the Pennsylvania Superior Court in Table T1.3:

Superior Court (Pa. Super. Ct.): Cite to A., A.2d, or A.3d, if therein. For cases
decided after December 31, 1998, use the following public domain citation
format:

» Rapagnani v. Judas Co., 1999 PA Super 203, q 3.

» Atlantic Reporter 1931-date A., A.2d, A.3d
» Pennsylvania Superior Court 1895-1997 Pa. Super.
Reports

This entry in Table T1.3 indicates that you should cite to A., A.2d, or A.3d (i.e.,
Atlantic Reporter; Atlantic Reporter, Second Series; or Atlantic Reporter, Third Se-
ries) for a Pennsylvania Superior Court case, if the case is published there.2 In ad-
dition, in the entry, that reporter is listed before the Pennsylvania Superior Court

1 As noted above, you will sometimes be required to include multiple reporters in one citation in a
parallel citation, but this chapter assumes that a parallel citation is not required.

2 The entry also indicates that the public domain format should be used for cases decided after De-
cember 31, 1998 (note: Sections C.3 and D.3 below cover the public domain format).
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Reports (i.e., the other reporter that contains Pennsylvania Superior Court cases),
so the Atlantic Reporter is the preferred reporter for a citation to a Pennsylvania
Superior Court case.

Because each series of a particular reporter starts at
volume 1, the volume number alone does not
distinguish which series contains the case (e.g., all three
series of the Atlantic Reporter contain a volume 10).
\\\ You need to ensure that you indicate the correct series

\ in the reporter abbreviation.

Some reporter abbreviations do not include spaces. For example:

A.2d
F.3d

Rule 6.1(a) indicates that you should not use spaces between words within an ab-
breviation that are adjacent single capital letters and that you should consider nu-
merals and ordinals as a single capital letter. Therefore, the two reporter abbrevi-
ations above do not contain any spaces.

The following are examples of reporter abbreviations that contain spaces between
words because the abbreviations do not contain adjacent single capital letters (see
Rule 6.1(a)):

Cal. App. 3d
F. Supp. 2d

21st Edition of The Bluebook



24  Partll Basic Citation Information

Court rules often impose word limits on documents
submitted to the court. Be aware that abbreviations
with spaces will count as more than one word (e.g., Cal.
App. 3d is three words). Recognizing this word count
issue, BP Rule B6 allows, but does not require, “abbre-
viations in reporter names [to] be closed to conserve
space.” For example, the abbreviations above could be
closed as follows:

Cal.App.3d
F.Supp.2d

The examples in this book will not close such
abbreviations.

This allowance of closing reporter abbreviations is new
in the 21st edition of The Bluebook, so many current
lawyers and judges will not be aware of it.

2. Starting Page & Pinpoint Information

Each volume of a reporter has many pages and cases, so your full citation to a case
must indicate the page on which the case starts. It should also include the page(s)
that contain the specific information you are citing.

Including the pinpoint information (“pincite”) is very
important for the reader. A case can be many pages, and
the reader will want to be able to go directly to the
information you are citing. By not including a pincite,
you will force the reader to review the entire case to find
\\ the information. The reader will not be left with a good
\\ impression of you if you do not respect his or her time.
In fact, you could be reprimanded, or worse, by a
supervisor or court for a failure to pincite.

The format for including this information is to put the starting page number after
the reporter abbreviation (note that there should be a space between the reporter
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abbreviation and the starting page number. To add pinpoint information, the start-
ing page number is followed by a comma and space and then the pinpoint infor-
mation. For example, if the starting page is 1152 and the pincite is to page 1155,
the following would be correct after the reporter abbreviation and a space:

1152, 1155

The pincite can contain numerous pages. The following rules apply to pincites of
multiple pages (see BP Rule B10.1.2 and Rule 3.2(a)).

For non-consecutive pinpoint pages, you should separate them by commas and
spaces. Using 1152 as the starting page, if the pincite is to pages 1155, 1157, and
1160, the following would be correct after the reporter abbreviation and a space:

1152, 1155, 1157, 1160

For consecutive pinpoint pages, you should include the first and last page of
the range, separated with a hyphen or en dash.? If the last page number of a
range is more than two digits, you should drop any repetitive digits except
the last two. Using 1152 as the starting page, if the pincite is to pages 1159
through 1161, the following would be correct after the reporter abbreviation
and a space:

1152, 1159-61

You can also have a combination of non-consecutive and consecutive pincites. Us-
ing 1152 as the starting page, if the pincite is to pages 1155 and 1159 through 1161,
the following would be correct after the reporter abbreviation and a space:

1152, 1155, 1159-¢61
If the pincite is the same as the starting page number, you still need to include it:

1152, 1152

3 An en dash is a “mid-sized dash (longer than a hyphen but shorter than an em dash) that is mostly
used to show ranges in numbers and dates.” Catherine Traffis, En Dash, Grammarly Blog,
https:/ /www.grammarly.com/blog/en-dash/ (last visited Aug. 4, 2020).

21st Edition of The Bluebook


https://www.grammarly.com/blog/en-dash/

26  Partll Basic Citation Information

Be careful pinciting to the initial page(s) of a case. If the
case has a summary and headnotes written by the
publisher, those components are not part of the actual
opinion (i.e., they are not the law) because they are not
written by the court. Therefore, you should not cite
them. In most jurisdictions, the actual opinion (i.e.,
what is written by the court) starts after the name(s) of
the judge(s) who wrote the opinion.

N Chapter 15 covers pinpoint information in more detail,
including how to determine the pinpoint page(s) when
you use the version of a case from an electronic

S database such as Westlaw, Lexis, or Bloomberg Law.

3. Public Domain Format

Some courts now use a public domain format for the case location. Table T1 indi-
cates which jurisdictions and courts require a public domain format for cases de-
cided after a certain date. For example, the Pennsylvania Superior Court entry in
Table T1.3 requires the following public domain format for cases decided after De-
cember 31, 1998:

Rapagnani v. Judas Co., 1999 PA Super 203, I 3.

Unless a court’s entry in Table T1 gives a different public domain format, the gen-
eral public domain format is as follows (see Rule 10.3.3):

Case name;
Year of decision;

The jurisdiction’s two-character postal code or abbreviation;

Ll .

Court abbreviation from Table T7 (unless the court is the state’s high-
est court);

Sequential number of the decision; and

If the decision is unpublished, a capital “U” after the sequential num-
ber of the decision.
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A court’s entry in Table T1 will indicate whether that
court requires a public domain format and, if so, what
that format should be. If the format differs from the
general public domain format above, you should follow
the format listed in Table T1 for a particular court.

If a public domain is appropriate for a citation, Rule 10.3.3 indicates that a parallel
citation to the regional reporter should be provided, if available. For example:

Rapagnani v. Judas Co., 1999 PA Super 203, 91 7, 690
A.2d 125, 128.

The example above illustrates the parallel citation to the regional reporter (690
A.2d 125) and pinpoint information (] 7 for the public domain and page 128 for
the regional reporter). Notice that the parallel citation to the regional reporter fol-
lows the public domain format (and is separated from it by a comma and space).
According to Rule 10.3.3, when providing pinpoint information for a public do-
main format, you should refer to the paragraph number, unless the court’s public
domain listing in Table T1 indicates another format for pinpoint information.

To pincite to one paragraph, use one paragraph symbol
(1); use two paragraph symbols () for multiple para-
graphs.

You should always use a space between a paragraph
symbol () and the corresponding number. See Rule
6.2(c).

With this space, a paragraph symbol could be at the end
of one line in your document and the paragraph num-
ber(s) at the beginning of the next line. To avoid this

\ awkward split, you can use a non-breaking space be-
\\

tween the paragraph symbol and the number(s).

Your word processor should allow you to add non-
breaking spaces. For example, in Microsoft Word, a
non-breaking space is a symbol, and you can find it in
the “Special Characters” section when choosing to
insert a symbol, or you can press Ctrl+Shift+Space (PC)
or Option+Space (Mac) to insert a non-breaking space.
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D. Court & Date

Along with the case name and location, a full citation to a case also includes infor-
mation about the court and date. Let’s look again at the example citation sentence
from Section A:

Panei v. Perez, 68 A.2d 2, 5 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1996).

J
~

Court & Date

Notice in the example above that the information about
the court and date is contained in parentheses that
immediately follow the case location and a space. If
punctuation is required at the end of the court-and-date
parenthetical (e.g., a period to end a citation sentence as
in the example above), the punctuation should
immediately follow the closing parenthesis (i.e., there
should not be a space before the punctuation).

1. Court

The first piece of information in the court-and-date parenthetical is the court that
decided the case (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 10.4), i.e., the court that issued the
document you are citing. This court information generally includes abbreviations
for (1) the jurisdiction and (2) the name of the court. Table T1 provides these ab-
breviations for all major U.S. jurisdictions, and such abbreviations are included in
parenthesis after the name of the court. If you cannot find such abbreviations in
Table T1, use Table T7 and Table T10 to determine the appropriate abbreviations.

Here is the entry in Table T1.3 for the Court of Appeals in North Carolina:
Court of Appeals (N.C. Ct. App.):....

This entry indicates that a citation to a case decided by this court would include
“N.C. Ct. App.” in the court-and-date parenthetical, unless other Bluebook rules
indicate that any part of this court information should be omitted (note: Sections
D.1.a and D.1.b below cover these omission rules). This entry illustrates both parts
of the court information: (1) “N.C.” (for North Carolina) is the jurisdiction and
(2) “Ct. App.” (for Court of Appeals) is the name of the court.
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For a particular jurisdiction (e.g., North Carolina),
Table T1 lists the courts in their hierarchical order, with
the highest court (i.e., the “court of last resort”) first.

The rules for whether spaces are required between words of an abbreviation for
the jurisdiction or name of court are the same as for reporter abbreviations (see
Section C.1 above), except that abbreviations with spaces may not be closed for
court abbreviations as they are with reporter abbreviations. As the following ex-
amples illustrate, you should not use spaces between words within an abbrevia-
tion that are adjacent single capital letters (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 6.1(a)):

You should, however, use spaces between words within an abbreviation that are
not adjacent single capital letters (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 6.1(a)). For exam-

ple:

M.D. Pa.
D. Del.

Some court names include ordinals (e.g., 5th Cir.). Rule 6.2(b) has information
about using ordinals. For example, do not use superscript with ordinals:

5th % jncorrect
5th v correct

Although ordinals ending in “st” and “th” are written
as expected (e.g., 1st, 4th, 10th), ordinals ending in “nd”
or “rd” are not for citations. For example, you should
use “2d” or “3d,” not “2nd” or “3rd,” in citations (see
Rule 6.2(b)).

Although the court information generally includes abbreviations for (1) the juris-
diction and (2) the name of the court, under certain circumstances, the jurisdiction
and/or the name of the court are omitted. The basic rules for such omission are as
follows (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 10.4):
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*  Omit the jurisdiction if the reporter abbreviation in the case location
information unambiguously conveys the jurisdiction (see Section
D.1.a below); and

*  Omit the name of the court if the reporter abbreviation in the case lo-
cation information unambiguously conveys the court or when the
court is the highest court of the jurisdiction (see Section D.1.b below).

a. Jurisdiction Omission

The jurisdiction component of the court information should be omitted if the re-
porter abbreviation in the case location information unambiguously conveys the
jurisdiction (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 10.4).

(1) Federal Cases

For federal cases, the U.S. jurisdiction is almost always unambiguously conveyed
by the reporter abbreviation, and, therefore, the U.S. jurisdiction should be omit-
ted in such situations (see BP Rule B10.1.3(i)-(iii) and Rule 10.4(a)). The reporters
for U.S. District Court and Courts of Appeals cases —Federal Supplement (F. Supp.
and F. Supp. 2d) and Federal Reporter (F., F.2d, and F.3d), respectively —unam-
biguously convey the U.S. jurisdiction, so case citations to these reporters should
not include the jurisdiction. For example:

Bernard v. United States, 25 F.3d 98, 100-03 (2d Cir.
1994) .

Blakeman v. Walt Disney Co., 613 F. Supp. 2d 288, 294
(E.D.N.Y. 2009).

The first two preferred reporters for U.S. Supreme Court cases — United States Re-
ports (U.S.) and Supreme Court Reporter (S. Ct.) —also unambiguously convey the
U.S. jurisdiction, so case citations to these reporters should not include the juris-
diction. In such instances, the second rule of omission regarding the highest court
would also apply (see example below in the “Name of Court Omission” section).

(2) State Cases

For state cases, the preferred reporter for a citation is a regional reporter, which
does not unambiguously convey the jurisdiction because many states’ cases are
published in a single regional reporter. If, however, a state case is not published in
a regional reporter, the citation will be to the state’s official reporter. A state’s of-
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ficial reporter likely unambiguously conveys the jurisdiction (because the jurisdic-
tion will be part of the reporter abbreviation), so a case citation to that reporter
should not include the jurisdiction. See BP Rule B10.1.3(iv)-(v) and Rule 10.4(b).
For example:

A regional reporter that does not unambiguously convey the jurisdiction
(Md.):

Mitchell v. Balt. Sun Co., 883 A.2d 1008, 1015 (Md.
Ct. Spec. App. 2005).

A state’s official reporter that unambiguously conveys the jurisdiction (Md.):

Furman v. Sheppard, 130 Md. App. 67, 76, 78-79 (Ct.
Spec. App. 2000).

b. Name of Court Omission

There are two instances when the name of the court component of the court infor-
mation should be omitted. First, it should be omitted if the reporter abbreviation
in the case location information unambiguously conveys the court. For example,
the court—the Appellate Court of Connecticut—is omitted in the following cita-
tion because the reporter unambiguously conveys it:

Branigan v. Cohen, 3 Conn. App. 580, 581 (1985).

In the example above, not only is the name of the court omitted from the paren-
thetical, but the jurisdiction is also omitted because it is unambiguously conveyed
by the reporter abbreviation (see Section D.1.a above). Therefore, only the year is
included in the parenthetical.

The second instance that requires omission of the name of the court is when the
court is the highest court of the jurisdiction. For example, a citation to a case de-
cided by the U.S. Supreme Court would not include the name of the court in the
court-and-date parenthetical:

Brown v. Bd. of Educ., 347 U.S. 483, 495 (1954).

In the example above, not only is the name of the court omitted from the paren-
thetical, but the U.S. jurisdiction is also omitted because it is unambiguously con-
veyed by the reporter abbreviation (see Section D.1.a above). Therefore, only the
year is included in the parenthetical.
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In a citation to a case decided by a state’s highest court, the name of the court
should also be omitted. For the following two examples, assume that the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court decided the case:

Karoly v. Mancuso, 65 A.3d 301, 311 (Pa. 2013).

Welch v. Palka, 603 Pa. 152, 154-55 (2009).

In both examples, the name of the court is omitted because it is the highest court
of the jurisdiction. In the second example only, the jurisdiction is also omitted be-
cause it is unambiguously conveyed by the reporter abbreviation (see Section D.1.a
above).

Some jurisdictions have more than one court at the highest appellate level. In such
instances, the name of the court should be omitted only for the court listed first in
Table T1. For example, Texas has two courts at the highest appellate level —the
Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Appeals. Here is the entry in Table T1.3
for Texas:

Supreme Court (Tex.):. ...

Court of Criminal Appeals (Tex. Crim. App.):. ...

Because the Table T1.3 entry lists the Supreme Court first, only that court name
should be omitted under the “highest court” omission rule.

As the Texas example illustrates, the court abbrevia-
tions in Table T1 indicate whether the court name
should be included in a citation. For the first court listed
under Texas, only the jurisdiction is listed in parenthe-
ses after the court name. For the second court listed, the
abbreviation for the court name is also included.

This tip applies regardless of whether the jurisdiction
\\ has more than one court at the highest appellate level.
NN . .
For example, Pennsylvania has one court at the highest
level, the Supreme Court, and its entry in Table T1.3 is
as follows:

Supreme Court (Pa.):
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2. Date

The second piece of information in the court-and-date parenthetical is the date.
For cases that are published in reporters, you should use the year that the case was
decided, if it is available (see BP Rule B10.1.3 and Rule 10.5(a)). At times, a case
will indicate numerous dates (e.g., date argued and date decided). For your full
citation, use the year of the date decided.

3. Public Domain Format

As you learned in Section C.3 above, some state courts require a public domain
format, and, where possible, a parallel citation to the regional reporter at the end
of a citation with a public domain (see Rule 10.3.3). Often, the information in-
cluded for the public domain includes the jurisdiction, court abbreviation, and
year of the decision. In such circumstances, the court-and-date parenthetical
should not be included on the parallel citation to the regional reporter. For exam-

ple:

Rapagnani v. Judas Co., 1999 PA Super 203, 91 7, 690
A.2d 125, 128.

In the example above, the public domain information includes the jurisdiction
(PA), the court abbreviation (Super), and the year of the decision (1999), so the
court-and-date parenthetical is not included after the parallel citation to the re-
gional reporter.

E. Common Rules & Tables

The following table provides the common Bluebook rules and tables for basic full
case citations:

Rule or Table Description
BP Rule B6 Abbreviations & Spacing
BP Rule B10.1.1 Case Names

BP Rule B10.1.2 Reporter & Pinpoint Citation (for case location)

BP Rule B10.1.3 Court & Year of Decision

Rule 3.2(a) Pages, etc. (for pinpoint information)
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Rule or Table Description
Rule 6.1(a) Spacing (for reporter‘ &.jurisdiction /court
abbreviations)
Rule 6.2(b) Ordinals
Rule 10.2 Case Names
Rule 10.3 Reporters and Other Sources (for case location)
Rule 10.4 Court & Jurisdiction
Rule 10.5 Date or Year
Table T1 ‘ ' ]uriS(‘iictions
(information regarding courts & reporters)
Table T6 Abbreviations (for case names)
Table T10 Geographic Abt?re\./iafio‘ns
(for case names & jurisdictions)

F. Exercise

Along with using the information in this chapter, you should use your Bluebook
when answering these questions (note: do not use any jurisdiction- or court-spe-
cific citation rules, which are covered in Section C of Chapter 1 and are set forth in
BP Table BT2). Some questions may require you to find and apply rules that were
not specifically discussed in this chapter.

For all answers, use only ordinary or underlined typeface. That is, do not use italics
or LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface.

As with some of the examples in this chapter, some of the legal authority used in
these questions may be fictional authority designed to test various Bluebook rules.

This exercise is split into the following categories:

1. Case Name

2. Case Location
3. Court & Date
4. Full Citation
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1. Case Name

1. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Amanda L. Sholtis,
et al., Plaintiffs v. Anna P. Hemingway, a/k/a The Director, Defendant?

A. Amanda L. Sholtis, et al., Plaintiffs v. Anna P.
Hemingway, a/k/a The Director, Defendant

B. Amanda L. Sholtis, et al. v. Anna P. Hemingway, a/k/a
The Director

C. Amanda L. Sholtis v. Anna P. Hemingway

D. Amanda Sholtis, et al. v. Anna Hemingway

E. Amanda Sholtis v. Anna Hemingway

F. Sholtis, et al. v. Hemingway

G. Sholtis v. Hemingway

2. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Amanda L. Sholtis
& Jennifer M. Lear v. Anna P. Hemingway & Ann E. Fruth?

A. Sholtis v. Hemingway

B. Sholtis & Lear v. Hemingway & Fruth

C. Sholtis-Lear v. Hemingway-Fruth

3. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Lindsay Lohan v.
The Miami Herald?

A. Lohan v. The Miami Herald

B. Lohan v. Miami Herald

21st Edition of The Bluebook



36

Part II Basic Citation Information

4.

What is the correct case name in a fextual sentence for a case of David Raeker-
Jordan v. Philadelphia Investment Company?

A. Raeker-Jordan v. Philadelphia Investment Company

B. Raeker-Jordan v. Philadelphia Investment Co.

C. Raeker-Jordan v. Philadelphia Investment
D. Raeker-Jordan v. Phila. Inv. Co.
E. Raeker-Jordan v. Phila. Inv.

What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Bella George v.
Central Education Company, Incorporated?

A. George v. Central Education Co., Inc.

B. George v. Central Education Co.

C. George v. Cent. Educ. Co., Inc.

D. George v. Cent. Educ. Co.

What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Aaron Thomas v.
International Services for Corrections?

A. Thomas v. Int’l Servs. for Corrs.
B. Thomas v. Int’l. Servs. for Corrs.
C. Thomas v. Int’l Servs. for Corr.
D. Thomas v. Int’l. Servs. for Corr.
E. Thomas v. Int’l Serv. for Corr.
F. Thomas v. Int’l. Serv. for Corrs.

What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Aaron Thomas on
behalf of Ava Thomas v. Jackson Co.?

A. Thomas v. Jackson Co.

B. Thomas ex rel. Thomas v. Jackson Co.
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8. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania v. Michael Howard, which was decided by the Superior Court
of Pennsylvania?

A. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Howard
B. Commonwealth of Pa. v. Howard

C. Commw. of Pa. v. Howard

D. Pennsylvania v. Howard

E. Pa. v. Howard

F. Commonwealth v. Howard

G. Commw. v. Howard

9. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania v. Jennifer Lear, which was decided by the United States Su-
preme Court?

A. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Lear
B. Commonwealth of Pa. v. Lear

C. Commw. of Pa. v. Lear

D. Pennsylvania v. Lear

E. Pa. v. Lear

F. Commonwealth v. Lear

G. Commw. v. Lear
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10. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Mayor of the City
of Harrisburg v. Patriot News?

A. Mayor of the City of Harrisburg v. Patriot News

B. Mayor of Harrisburg v. Patriot News

C. Mayor v. Patriot News

D. City of Harrisburg v. Patriot News

E. Harrisburg v. Patriot News

11. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Cristina Perez v.
City of Miami?

A. Perez v. City of Miami

B. Perez v. Miami

12. What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Cory Walsh v. City
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania?

A. Walsh v. City of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

B. Walsh v. City of Harrisburg, Pa.

C. Walsh v. City of Harrisburg

D. Walsh v. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

E. Walsh v. Harrisburg, Pa.

F. Walsh v. Harrisburg
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13.

14.

15.

What is the correct case name in a full citation for a case of Peter Anthony v.
Board of Commissioners of Lancaster?

A. Anthony v. Bd. of Comm’rs of Lancaster

B. Anthony v. Bd. of Comm’rs

2. Case Location

You want to cite a case that was decided by the New York Court of Appeals.
The case is published in the North Eastern Reporter, Second Series. How
should you abbreviate that reporter (note: you should not close any spaces that
would otherwise be required)?

A. N. E. 2d
B. N.E. 2d

C. N.E.2d

You want to cite a case that was decided by the Louisiana Supreme Court. The
case is published in the Southern Reporter, Second Series. How should you
abbreviate that reporter (note: you should not close any spaces that would oth-
erwise be required)?

A. So. 2d

B. So.2d
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16.

17.

18.

You want to cite a case that is published in volume 71 of the Atlantic Reporter,
Second Series, starting on page 113 (the specific information cited is on page
115). Which of the following is the correct case location information for the full
citation?

A. 71 A.2d 113

B. 71 A.2d 115

c. 71 A.2d 113, 115
D. 71 A.2d 113-115
E. 71 A.2d 113-15

F. 71 A.2d 113-5

You want to cite a case that is published in volume 71 of the Atlantic Reporter,
Second Series, starting on page 113 (the specific information cited is on page
113). Which of the following is the correct case location information for the full
citation?

A. 71 A.2d 113

B. 71 A.2d 113, 113

You want to cite a case that is published in volume 71 of the Atlantic Reporter,
Second Series, starting on page 113 (the specific information cited is on pages
115 and 117). Which of the following is the correct case location information
for the full citation?

A. 71 A.2d 113, 115, 117
B. 71 A.2d 113, 115-117
c. 71 A.2d 113, 115-17

D. 71 A.2d 113, 115-7
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19.

20.

You want to cite a case that is published in volume 71 of the Atlantic Reporter,
Second Series, starting on page 113 (the specific information cited is on pages
115 through 117). Which of the following is the correct case location infor-
mation for the full citation?

A. 71 A.2d 113, 115, 116, 117
B. 71 A.2d 113, 115-117
c. 71 A.2d 113, 115-17

D. 71 A.2d 113, 115-7

You want to cite a case that was decided by the Wisconsin Supreme Court. The
case is published in two reporters: (1) volume 12 of the North Western Re-
porter, Second Series, starting on page 18 (the specific information cited is on
page 20) and (2) volume 244 of the Wisconsin Reports, starting on page 251
(the specific information cited is on page 254). Which of the following should
you use as the case location information in the full citation (assuming you will
cite to only one reporter)?

A. 12 N.w.2d 18, 20
B. 244 wis. 251, 254

C. Either of the above case locations can be used.
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21.

22.

3. Court & Date

You want to cite a case that decided whether to grant the defendant’s motion
for summary judgment. The court heard oral argument on the motion on No-
vember 1, 2012, and decided to grant the motion on February 4, 2013. The case
is published in the Southern Reporter, Third Series. Which date should you
use in the court-and-date parenthetical at the end of the full case citation?

A. November 1, 2012
B. Nov. 1, 2012

C. 2012

D. February 4, 2013
E. Feb. 4, 2013

F. 2013

You want to cite a case that was decided by the Superior Court of Delaware in
2012. You will cite to the Atlantic Reporter, Third Series (A.3d). Which of the
following is the court-and-date parenthetical you should use in the full cita-
tion?

A. (2012)

B. (Del. 2012)

C. (Super. Ct. 2012)

D. (Del. Super. Ct. 2012)
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23.

24.

25.

You want to cite a case that was decided by the Court of Appeals of Arizona
in 1980. If you cite to the Arizona Reports (abbreviated as “Ariz.”), which of
the following is the court-and-date parenthetical you should use in the full ci-
tation?

A, (1980)

B. (Ariz. 1980)

C. (Ct. App. 1980)

D. (Ariz. Ct. App. 1980)

You want to cite a case that was decided by the Court of Appeals of New York
in 2012. You will cite to the North Eastern Reporter, Second Series (N.E.2d).
Which of the following is the court-and-date parenthetical you should use in
the full citation?

A. (2012)

B. (N.Y. 2012)

C. (Ct. App. 2012)

D. (N.Y. Ct. App. 2012)

You want to cite a case that was decided by the California Supreme Court in
2012. You will cite to the California Reports, Fourth Series (Cal. 4th). Which of
the following is the court-and-date parenthetical you should use in the full ci-
tation?

A, (2012)

B. (Cal. 2012)

C. (Sup. Ct. 2012)

D. (Cal. Sup. Ct. 2012)
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26. You want to cite a case that was decided by the United States District Court for
the District of Maryland. You will cite to the Federal Supplement, Second Se-
ries (F. Supp. 2d). Which of the following is the correct court for the court-and-
date parenthetical in the full citation?

A. D. M.d.

B. D.M.D.

C. D. Md.

D. D. MD

E. D.Md.

F. D.MD

4. Full Citation

27. You want to cite the case of Cecala v. Sharpe. The Utah Court of Appeals de-
cided the case on February 14, 2004. The case is published in volume 99 of the
Pacific Reporter, Third Series, starting on page 152 (the specific information
you are citing is in paragraph 11 of the opinion, which is on page 155). The case
was given the sequential number 33 by the court. Which of the following is the
correct full citation to the case?

A. Cecala v. Sharpe, 99 P.3d 152, 155 (Utah Ct. App.
2004) .

B. Cecala v. Sharpe, 2004 UT Ct. App. 33, T 11, 99 P.3d
152, 155.

C. Cecala v. Sharpe, 2004 UT App 33, 9 11, 99 P.3d 152,
155.

D. Cecala v. Sharpe, 2004 UT App 33, 9 11, 99 P.3d 152,
155 (Ct. App.).

E. Cecala v. Sharpe, 2004 UT Ct. App. 33, 1 11.

F. Cecala v. Sharpe, 2004 UT App 33, 1 11.
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28.

29.

30.

Which of the following is a correct full citation sentence to a case?

A. Holbert v. Byrd,23 A.3d 43, 46-47 (Pa. 2012).

B. Holbert v. Byrd,23 A.3d 43, 46-47 (Pa. 2012).

C. Holbert v. Byrd, 23 A.3d 43, 46-47(Pa. 2012).

D. Holbert v. Byrd, 23 A.3d 43, 46-47(Pa. 2012).

E. Holbert v. Byrd, 23 A.3d 43, 46-47 (Pa. 2012).

F. Holbert v. Byrd, 23 A.3d 43, 46-47 (Pa. 2012).

You want to cite the case of State of Maine versus Sean P. Lewis. The Supreme
Judicial Court of Maine decided the case on July 17, 1992. The case is published
in volume 611 of the Atlantic Reporter, Second Series, starting on page 69 (the
specific information you are citing is on page 70). Provide the correct full cita-
tion sentence (note: you should not close any spaces that would otherwise be
required):

You want to cite the case of Kenneth R. Villanova versus Innovative Invest-
ments, Inc. The Intermediate Court of Appeals of Hawaii decided the case on
July 9, 2001. The case is published in volume 96 of West's Hawaii Reports,
starting on page 353 (the specific information you are citing is on pages 360
and 362 through 364). Provide the correct full citation sentence (note: you
should not close any spaces that would otherwise be required):
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31.

32.

You want to cite the case of Gary Edward Brown versus Pennsylvania State
Department of Health and Doylestown Hospital. The United States District
Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania decided the case on September
18, 2007. The case is published in volume 514 of the Federal Supplement, Sec-
ond Series, starting on page 675 (the specific information you are citing is on
pages 679 through 680). Provide the correct full citation sentence (note: you
should not close any spaces that would otherwise be required):

You want to cite the case of Robert Shaw versus Kevin Murphy. The United
States Supreme Court decided the case on April 18, 2001. The case is published
in volume 532 of the United States Reports, starting on page 223 (the specific
information you are citing is on page 229). Provide the correct full citation sen-
tence (note: you should not close any spaces that would otherwise be re-
quired):
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Cases: Short Citation

A. When to Use a Short Citation

According to BP Rule B10.2, after you have provided a full citation to a case, sub-
sequent citations to the same case can use a short form of the citation if the follow-
ing conditions are met:

1. the reader will be able to identify the referenced case clearly;
2. the full citation to the case falls in the same general discussion; and
3. the reader will be able to locate the full citation to the case easily.

Although BP Rule B10.2 sets forth these conditions for
when you may use a short citation, in practice, you
should use a short citation when such conditions are met

\\ (i.e., do not use a full citation when a short citation is

permitted).

7

By using the proper short form of the citation (discussed in Section B below), you
can ensure that the first condition is met. The latter two conditions are similar and
essentially involve how far away the short citation is from its corresponding full
citation. In the types of documents that an attorney or law clerk write in practice
(e.g., a brief, a memo, or an opinion), there is no predefined maximum number of
pages that can separate a short and full citation. Generally, a short citation is ap-
propriate if the corresponding full citation is in the same section/issue or the same
sub-section/sub-issue of a document.

For example, assume that you separate the analysis of a particular situation into
two distinct issues in a document, each with its own heading. In addition, assume
for each issue that you cite the Lear case. Whether you should use a full or short
citation to Lear depends on the location of the citation. The first time you cite the
case in your analysis of the first issue, you need to use a full citation. Subsequent
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citations to that case within your analysis of the first issue should use a short cita-
tion.! In your analysis of the second issue, you should use a full citation to the case
again the first time you cite it in that issue.

Even if your analysis of a particular issue is relatively
short, you should still consider using a full citation
again when addressing a distinct issue because the
reader, at times, may read just one issue of your
document or read the issues in a different order than
you presented them. Therefore, the reader will be able
to locate the corresponding full citation easily only if it
is in your analysis of that issue.

B. How to Short Cite

After determining that a short citation is appropriate for your current case citation,
you need to determine what form the short citation should take. Your answers to
the following questions will determine the appropriate short form for your current
case citation (see BP Rule B4, BP Rule B10.2, Rule 4.1, and Rule 10.9):

1. Does the immediately preceding citation in the document cite only one
authority?

2. Is the immediately preceding citation in the document a citation (full

or short) to the same authority as your current citation (i.e., is it to the
same case as your current case citation)?

For question #1, the immediately preceding citation can include multiple authori-
ties if it is a string citation.

1 An exception to this general rule requiring a short citation for subsequent citations to the same case
throughout an entire section/issue would occur if that one section/issue in your document is par-
ticularly long and the reader will have a difficult time locating the corresponding full citation (i.e., if
the third condition is not met). For the documents you will write for your legal research and writing
class, each section/issue will likely be short enough that you can use a short citation for subsequent
citations to the same case throughout an entire section/issue of your paper.
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Chapter 13 covers string citations.

A citation to a single case may list other authorities in two instances: (1) in the
history of the case or (2) in a quoting/citing parenthetical or an explanatory par-
enthetical. Other authorities listed in these two instances, however, do not count
as a separate authority when answering question #1.

Chapter 8 covers case history, and Chapter 10 covers
the different types of parentheticals.

If you answer “yes” to both questions above, you should use the appropriate “id.”
form for your current citation (see Section B.1 below). If you answer “no” to either
question, you cannot use any “id.” form; you must use another short form, which
is an abbreviated version of the full citation (see Section B.2 below).

For example, assume that (1) your current citation is to Lear and (2) you have al-
ready determined that a short citation is appropriate for the current citation. If the
immediately preceding citation in your document contains only one authority (i.e.,
answer “yes” to question #1) and that one authority is the Lear case (i.e., answer
“yes” to question #2), you should use the appropriate “id.” form. Otherwise, you
need to use another short form for Lear.

1. Id.

If you have determined that you should use “id.” for your short citation to a case,
you then need to decide whether to use “id.” alone or whether you need to use the
“id. at X” form (where “X” is the pinpoint page(s)) — see BP Rule B4, BP Rule B10.2,
Rule 4.1, and Rule 10.9. “Id.” alone refers not only to the case in the immediately
preceding citation, but it also refers to the same pinpoint page(s) as in the imme-
diately preceding citation (see BP Rule B10.2(i)). If your current citation does not
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use the same pinpoint page(s) as the immediately preceding citation, you need to
use the “id. at X” form (see BP Rule B10.2(ii)).

You may have used “ibid.” in other writing, but ”ibid.”
is not a proper substitute for “id.” under Bluebook
rules.

For example, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to pinpoint page
77 in the Lear case (which starts on page 75) and that case is the only authority
cited in the immediately preceding citation. If the specific information you are cit-
ing in your current citation is on page 77 in Lear, the short citation for it would be
the following:

Id.

According to BP Rule B10.2, the period in “id.” is
always underlined (or italicized if you are using italics
instead of underlining), and the “i” in “id.” should be
capitalized only when the “id.” is the start of a citation
sentence. If a sentence (textual or citation) ends with
“id.,” the period in “id.” also represents the period to
end the sentence (i.e., do not add a second period after
“id."):

Id.. X incorrect
Id. Vv correct

Again, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to pinpoint page 77 in
the Lear case (which starts on page 75) and that case is the only authority cited in
the immediately preceding citation. If the specific information you are citing in
your current citation is on page 79 in Lear, the short citation for it would be the

following:

Id. at 79.
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The “a” in “at” should not be capitalized. Your word
processor may automatically capitalize it because it
follows a period, so be sure to correct any automatic
capitalization.

Again, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to pinpoint page 77 in
the Lear case (which starts on page 75) and that case is the only authority cited in
the immediately preceding citation. If the specific information you are citing in
your current citation is on pages 77 and 79 in Lear, the short citation for it would
be the following:

Id. at 77, 79.

All of the examples above use “id.” at the beginning of
a citation sentence; therefore, the “i” in “id.” is
capitalized. If “id.” does not begin a citation sentence
(e.g., when used in a citation clause), the “i” in “id.”
should not be capitalized.

2. Other Short Form

If an “id.” form cannot be used (either because the immediately preceding citation
cites to more than one authority or it is not a citation to the same authority as the
current citation), you need to use another short form —an abbreviated version of
the full citation. Here is an example of such a short form for a case published in a
reporter (see BP Rule B10.2 and Rule 10.9):

Lear, 11 A.3d at 77-78.
Notice the following components of this short form:

» Shortened case name (only one party’s name);
*  Volume number;

» Reporter abbreviation;

= “at”;and

* Pinpoint page(s).
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74

If you cannot use an “id.” form for a short case
citation, the short form you use for a case published in
a reporter must include the volume number and
reporter abbreviation. Therefore, the following
citations are never correct:

Lear, at 77-78.
Lear at 77-78.
Lear, 77-78.
Lear 77-78.

X X X X

Such shorthand notations are good for when you are
drafting your document (so that you do not lose your
writing momentum to set forth the correct citations),
but you need to ensure that you correct them in the final
version of your document.

According to BP Rule B10.2 and Rule 10.9(a)(i), for the shortened case name, use
the first party’s name, unless that party is a geographical or governmental unit, a
governmental official, or another common litigant. For example, if the full case
name is Cunfer v. Lear, use Cunfer as the shortened case name in the short form
citation. But, if the full case name is Commonwealth v. Lear, use Lear as the short-

a. Shortened Case Name

ened case name in the short form citation.

Not only can you use a shortened case name in a
citation, but you may also do so in a textual sentence
after you have given the full case name (see Rule
10.9(c)). The shortened case name you use for a citation
and a textual sentence should be the same, except for
possible differences in abbreviations. Recall that, if
required by Rule 10.2.2, the words in the case name in
a citation must be abbreviated according to Table T6
and Table T10, but the case name in a textual sentence
will not be abbreviated according to these tables.
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You may also shorten the case name further (beyond the entire party name), as
long as the reader will be able to determine to which case you are referring (see
BP Rule B10.2 and Rule 10.9(a)(i)). For example, if the full case name is Principal
Bakers & Chefs, Inc. v. Townsend, you may use Principal Bakers as the shortened
case name in the short form citation.

To determine how far to shorten a case name, you can
see how other cases have referred to the case you are
citing. For example, if other cases consistently refer to
the case above as Principal Bakers, then that is the
shortened case name you should use. But, if other
cases consistently refer to the case as Principal Bakers
& Chefs, then that is the shortened case name you

should use because it will help the reader review your

\\\ document in conjunction with the relevant cases.

’

Keep in mind, however, that the names that other cases
use may not comply with Bluebook rules. Although
you should try to be consistent with how other cases
refer to a case, you must still follow Bluebook rules.

A shortened case name can be omitted entirely from the citation if there will be no
confusion about the case to which the citation refers (see Rule 10.9(a)(i)). The fol-
lowing example (which includes a textual sentence and the corresponding citation
sentence) illustrates this rule.

In Lear, the court held that the employer wrongfully
terminated the employee. 11 A.3d at 79.

Notice in all of the examples that use a shortened case
name that the case name (whether in a citation or
textual sentence) is always underlined (see BP Rule
B2) but the punctuation following the case name is
not.

Recall that BP Rule B2 allows underlining or italics, but
this book uses underlining so that you can more easily
see when text needs to be underlined or italicized.
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b. Entire Decision

If you are using a short case citation form but you are citing to the entire decision
(rather than specific pinpoint pages), you should remove the “at” and include only
the starting page number. In addition, you would not include a court-and-date
parenthetical. See Rule 10.9(a)(i). For example, assume that the Lear case starts on
page 75. The correct short form to the entire decision would be:

Lear, 11 A.3d 75.

You will rarely, if ever, cite an entire decision; you
should always attempt to indicate pinpoint pages to
enable the reader to go directly to the specific
information you are citing.

c. Reporter Abbreviation

The rules for abbreviating the reporter name are the same as for full case citations.
See Chapter 2, Section C.1 above.

3. Pinpoint Page(s)

For the pinpoint page(s) in a short citation (whether an “id.” or other short form),
you should not include the page on which the case starts, unless it is a pinpoint
page (i.e., a page on which information you are citing is located).

For example, assume that the Lear case starts on page 75. The correct “id.” form to
information on page 77 would be the following:

Id. at 77.

The correct other short form to information on page 77 would be the following:

Lear, 11 A.3d at 77.
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Chapter 15 covers pinpoint information in more detail.

C. Common Rules & Tables

The following table provides the common Bluebook rules and tables for short case

citations.
Rule or Table Description
BP Rule B4 Id.
BP Rule B10.2 Cases: Short Form Citation
Rule 4.1 Id.
Rule 10.9 Short Forms for Cases

D. Exercise

Along with using the information in this chapter, you should use your Bluebook
when answering these questions (note: do not use any jurisdiction- or court-spe-
cific citation rules, which are covered in Section C of Chapter 1 and are set forth in

BP Table BT2). Some questions may require you to find and apply rules that were

not specifically discussed in this chapter.

For all answers, use only ordinary or underlined typeface. That is, do not use italics

or LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface.

As with some of the examples in this chapter, some of the legal authority used in
these questions may be fictional authority designed to test various Bluebook rules.
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The information you are citing is on page 723 of Sholtis v. Cullen, a case that
starts on page 715 of the reporter you will cite. You have determined that a
short citation is appropriate. Which of the following is the correct page infor-

mation to include on the short citation?
A. 715

B. 723

C. 715, 723

D. 715-723

E. 715-23

You currently want to cite to page 723 of Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715 (Wash.
2011). Previously in the same section/issue of your document, you set forth
the full citation to the case with 723 as the pinpoint page. The immediately
preceding citation to your current citation is the following: Hemingway v.
Black, 43 P.3d 926, 928 (Wash. Ct. App. 2010). Which of the following is the
correct current citation sentence?

A. Id.

B. Id. at 723.

C. Sholtis, at 723.

D. Sholtis, 54 P.3d 715, 723.

E. Sholtis, 54 P.3d at 715, 723.
F. Sholtis, 54 P.3d 723.

G. Sholtis, 54 P.3d at 723.

H. Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715, 723 (Wash. 2011).
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3. You currently want to cite to page 723 of Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715 (Wash.
2011). Previously in the same section/issue of your document, you set forth

the full citation to the case. The immediately preceding citation to your current
citation is the following: Sholtis, 54 P.3d at 723. Which of the following is the
correct current citation sentence?

A. Id.
B. Id. at 723.
C. Sholtis, 54 P.3d at 723.

D. Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715, 723 (Wash. 2011).

4. You currently want to cite to page 723 of Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715 (Wash.
2011). In the same section/issue of your document, the immediately preceding
citation to your current citation is the following: Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715,
724 (Wash. 2011). Which of the following is the correct current citation sen-
tence?

A. Id.
B. Id. at 723.
C. Sholtis, 54 P.3d at 723.

D. Sholtis v. Cullen, 54 P.3d 715, 723 (Wash. 2011).

5. You currently want to cite to page 928 of Hemingway v. Black, 43 P.3d 926
(Wash. Ct. App. 2010). Previously in the same section/issue of your document,
you set forth the full citation to the case. The immediately preceding citation
to your current citation is the following: Id. at 928 (and the “id.” refers to the
Hemingway case). Which of the following is the correct current citation sen-
tence?

A. Id.

B. Id. at 928.

C. Hemingway, 43 P.3d at 928.

D. Hemingway v. Black, 43 P.3d 926, 928 (Wash. Ct. App.
2010) .
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6.

You currently want to cite to pages 359 through 361 of Fruth v. Wheeling, 615
A.2d 352 (Pa. 1998). Previously in the same section/issue of your document,

you set forth the full citation to the case. The immediately preceding citation
to your current citation is the following: Id. at 928 (and the “id.” refers to the
Hemingway case). Which of the following is the correct current citation sen-
tence?

A.  Id.
B. Id. at 359-61.
C. Fruth, 615 A.2d at 359-61.

D. Fruth v. Wheeling, 615 A.2d 352, 359-61 (Pa. 1998).

You currently want to cite the case of Jennifer Dorfmeister v. Elliot Avidan.
Previously in the same section/issue of your document, you set forth the full
citation to the case. Which of the following is the correct shortened case name
for a short citation to the case?

A. Dorfmeister

B. Avidan

C. Either Dorfmeister or Avidan

You currently want to cite the case of State of Florida v. George Thomas. Pre-
viously in the same section/issue of your document, you set forth the full cita-
tion to the case. Which of the following is the correct shortened case name for
a short citation to the case?

A. State of Florida

B. Florida
C. State
D. Thomas

E. Need the name of the court that decided the case to
determine the correct shortened case name
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9.

10.

You currently want to cite to page 6 of Panei v. Perez, 68 A.2d 2 (Pa. Super. Ct.
1996). Previously in the same section/issue of your document, you set forth
the full citation to the case with 5 as the pinpoint page. The immediately pre-
ceding citation to your current citation is the following: Welch v. Palka, 603 Pa.
152, 154-55 (2009). Provide the correct citation sentence for the current citation
(assume that in the corresponding textual sentence, you do not reference the
Panei v. Perez case by name):

You currently want to cite to pages 1173 through 1174 of United States v. An-
derson, 859 F.2d 1171 (3d Cir. 1988). Previously in the same section/issue of
your document, you set forth the full citation to the case with 1175 as the pin-
point page. The immediately preceding citation to your current citation is the
following: United States v. Castro, 776 F.2d 1118, 1128 (3d Cir. 1985). Provide
the correct citation sentence for the current citation (assume that in the corre-
sponding textual sentence, you do not reference the United States v. Anderson
case by name):
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11.

12.

You currently want to cite to page 294 of Blakeman v. Walt Disney Co., 613 F.
Supp. 2d 288 (E.D.N.Y. 2009). Previously in the same section/issue of your
document, you set forth the full citation to the case. The immediately preced-
ing citation to your current citation is the following: Blakeman, 613 F. Supp. 2d
at 294. Provide the correct citation sentence for the current citation (assume
that in the corresponding textual sentence, you do not reference the Blakeman
v. Walt Disney Co. case by name):

You currently want to cite to page 294 of Blakeman v. Walt Disney Co., 613 F.
Supp. 2d 288 (E.D.N.Y. 2009). Previously in the same section/issue of your
document, you set forth the full citation to the case. The immediately preced-
ing citation to your current citation is the following: Id. at 293 (and the “id.”
refers to the Blakeman case). Provide the correct citation sentence for the cur-

rent citation (assume that in your corresponding textual sentence, you do not
reference the Blakeman v. Walt Disney Co. case by name):

The Bluebook Uncovered



Chapter 4

Statutes

A. Full Citation

Unless a short citation to a statute is permitted (see Section B below), you should
use a full citation. A citation to a statute is “full” when you include all of the infor-
mation that the reader would want to know about the statute. If available, you
should cite to the official code.

This chapter covers citations to codified statutes. For
information on citing to session laws, see BP Rule
B12.1.1 and Rule 12.4.

1. Federal Statutes

Federal statutes are organized by title number, with each title representing a par-
ticular topic (e.g., Title 18 involves crimes and criminal procedure and Title 35 in-
volves patents). When citing to a particular federal statutory provision(s), the full
citation includes, at least, the following information (see BP Rule B12.1.1 and Rule
12.3):

= title number;

* abbreviated name of code (found in Table T1.1);

* section symbol (§ or §§, depending on how many sections are cited);
and

* section number(s), including any relevant subsections.

The full citation to a codified statute may also include the year the source was
published. Such information would be included in a parenthetical after the above
information. See BP Rule B12.1.1. Section A.3 below provides further information
about this year-of-code parenthetical.
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Prior to the 21st edition of the Bluebook (first published
in 2020), the year was a required component of a full
citation to a federal statute. Many current lawyers and
judges will not be aware that the year is no longer
required or they may still prefer that it be included.
Therefore, you should be prepared to include the year
on full citations.

If available, cite to the official federal code —the United States Code (U.S.C.) Oth-
erwise, you may cite to unofficial federal codes, including the United States Code
Annotated (U.S.C.A) and the United States Code Service (U.S.C.S). See BP Rule
B12.1.1 and Rule 12.3.

For example, the full citation sentence, including the year, to § 1332 of Title 28 in
the 2006 edition of the United States Code would be the following;:

28 U.S.C. § 1332 (20006).

On a full citation to a statute, you should include the
statute’s name and original section number at the
beginning of the citation when the statute is
commonly cited that way or such information would
assist the reader. See BP Rule B12.1.1 and Rule 12.3.1.
For example:

Labor Management Relations (Taft-
Hartley) Act § 301 (a), 29 U.S.C.
§ 185(a) .

When citing to the Internal Revenue Code (which is located in Title 26 of the
United States Code), you may replace “26 U.S.C.” with “LLR.C.” in the citation (see
Rule 12.9.1). Thus, instead of 26 U.S.C. § 2001, the citation would be the following
(assume that it is a citation sentence):

I.R.C. § 2001.
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2. State Statutes

States have different organizations for their codified statutes. These organizations
can be by title (like federal statutes), chapter, volume, or subject matter. Regardless
of the type of organization, a full citation to a particular state statutory provision(s)
includes the following information (see BP Rule B12.1.2 and Rule 12.3.1):

* abbreviated name of code (found in Table T1.3);

* section symbol (§ or §§, depending on how many sections are cited),
only if required for the particular state;

* section number(s), including any relevant subsections; and

» year of the code edition.

The full citation also includes the appropriate information regarding the organi-
zation of the code. For example, Pennsylvania organizes its statutes by title. A full
citation sentence to section 8316 of title 42 in the 2007 edition of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes would be the following:

42 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 8316 (2007).

As another example, California organizes its statutes by subject matter. A full ci-
tation sentence to section 100 of California’s Probate Code in the 2008 edition of
West’s Annotated California Codes would be the following:

Cal. Prob. Code § 100 (West 2008).
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To determine the format and appropriate information
(e.g., abbreviation of name of code and any required
publisher information) for a full statute citation, you
should look up the jurisdiction in Table T1 and review
the statutory compilations section for that jurisdiction.

If a jurisdiction’s statutory compilation is organized by
subject matter, there will also be a listing of subject
matter abbreviations to use in the citation. For
example, the statutory compilations section in Table
T1.3 for California indicates that the following is the
general format for a citation to West’s Annotated
California Codes:

CAL. <subject> CobE § x (West <year>)

Below this general format are the subject matter
abbreviations (e.g., PROB. for Probate).

Notice that “West” is included with the year in the
ending parenthetical. West is the publisher of this
statutory compilation, and you will at times need to
include additional information in this year-of-code
parenthetical (see Section A.3 below).
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In the general format and abbreviation in the Take
Note above, notice that the LARGE AND SMALL CAPS
typeface is used. The examples in Table T1 (and in
Rule 12) use this LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface.
BP Rule B2 indicates that such a typeface is not
required (it may be used for stylistic purposes) for the
documents that the Bluepages cover (e.g., documents
you write in your legal research and writing course
and in practice). Prior to the 20th edition of the
Bluebook (first published in 2015), this typeface was
not permitted for these types of documents, so many
current lawyers and judges will not be aware that this

\\\ typeface is permitted for stylistic purposes. This book

\ will not use the LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface for
such documents.

Without the LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface, the
general format above would change to the following:

Cal. <subject> Code § x (West <year>)

Likewise, the subject matter abbreviation would change
from “PROB.” to “Prob.”

3. Year-of-Code Parenthetical

The year in the parenthetical at the end of the citation is the year of the edition of
the bound volume of the code, not the year the statute was passed, enacted, or
amended. You should use the year on the spine of the book, the title page, or the
copyright page, in that order of preference See Rule 12.3.2.

The year-of-code parenthetical in a full citation to a statute may include more in-
formation than just the year of the edition of the bound volume. First, as you saw
in the example citations to state statutes, it may need to include the publisher (see
Rule 12.3.1(d)). Table T1 indicates whether the publisher should be included in a
citation to a particular statutory compilation. For example, the statutory compila-
tions section of Table T1.1 for the United States jurisdiction indicates that (1) no
publisher should be listed when citing to the United States Code (i.e., only the year
would be included), (2) “West” should be listed as the publisher when citing to
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the United States Code Annotated, (3) “LexisNexis” should be listed as the pub-
lisher when citing to the United States Code Service, and (4) “Gould” should be
listed when citing to Gould’s United States Code Unannotated.

As with case reporters, Table T1 also indicates the

preferred statutory compilation to use for citations to

statutes. For example, the statutory compilations

section for the United States jurisdiction indicates that
\\ you should cite to U.S.C. (i.e., United States Code), if
\ therein (i.e., if the statute you are citing is located in the
United States Code).

7

When citing to statutes from the hardbound volumes (not from electronic sources
such as Westlaw, Lexis, or Bloomberg Law), the year-of-code parenthetical will
also include an indication if all or part of the statute cited is located in the supple-
ment or pocket part to the main hardbound volume (see Rule 12.3.2).1 For example,
assume that you are citing to section 446.013 in the 2010 edition of Baldwin’s Ken-
tucky Revised Statutes Annotated and that this section is located entirely in the
2012 supplement to that edition. The full citation sentence (showing that this sec-
tion is located only in the 2012 supplement) would be the following;:

Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 446.013 (West Supp. 2012).

As another example, assume that you are citing to section 17B:30-12 in the 2006
edition of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated and that part of that section is located
only in the 2010 pocket part to that edition. The full citation sentence (showing that
part of the section is located in the main 2006 volume and part in the 2010 pocket
part) would be the following:

N.J. Stat. Ann. § 17B:30-12 (West 2006 & Supp. 2010).

1 The hardbound volumes of statutes, like other authorities that are organized by subject, are often
“out of date as soon as they [are] printed” because the law changes often. Amy E. Sloan, Researching
the Law: Finding What You Need When You Need It 53 (3d ed. 2020). Updates to statutes, like other
subject-based authorities, are not immediately published in new hardbound volumes because of the
high cost associated with publishing such volumes. Id. Instead, “softcover pamphlets” are published
with the updated information. Id. “This type of pamphlet is called a ‘pocket part’ because it fits into
a pocket in the inside back cover of the hardcover book.” Id. If the supplementary pamphlet is too
large to fit in the inside back cover, it will be a separate, softcover supplement to the hardbound
volume.

The Bluebook Uncovered



Chapter 4 Statutes 67

N Section B.2 in Chapter 11 covers the year-of-code
parenthetical when citing to statutes in commercial
electronic databases such as Westlaw, Lexis, or

S Bloomberg Law.

4. Jurisdiction- or Court-Specific Citation Rules

Asyou learned in Chapter 1, some jurisdictions have jurisdiction- or court-specific
citation rules that take precedence over Bluebook rules. If a jurisdiction has such
rules, statutes are often included in them. This chapter covers citations using Blue-
book rules, not any jurisdiction- or court-specific rules. Learning Bluebook rules
will enable you to understand and apply any jurisdiction- or court-specific rules.

You can use BP Table BT2 to determine whether a
jurisdiction has any specific citation rules and, if so,

where to where to find such rules.
N

B. Short Citation

1. When to Short Cite

According to BP Rule B12.2, after you have provided a full citation to a statute,
subsequent citations to the same statute can use a short form of the citation if the
following conditions are met:

1. the reader will be able to identify the referenced statute clearly and
2. the full citation to the statute falls in the same general discussion.
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Although BP Rule B12.2 sets forth these conditions for
when you may use a short citation, in practice, you
should use a short citation when such conditions are met

\\ (i.e., do not use a full citation when a short citation is

permitted).

7

By using the proper short form of the citation (discussed in Section B.2 below), you
can ensure that the first condition is met. The second condition essentially involves
how far away the short citation is from its corresponding full citation. In the types
of documents that an attorney or law clerk write in practice (e.g., a brief, a memo,
or an opinion), there is no predefined maximum number of pages that can separate
a short and full citation. Generally, a short citation is appropriate if the correspond-
ing full citation is in the same section/issue or sub-section/sub-issue of a docu-
ment.

For example, assume that you separate the analysis of a particular situation into
two distinct issues in a document, each with its own heading. In addition, assume
for each issue that you cite § 1332 of Title 28 of the United States Code. Whether
you should use a full or short citation to § 1332 depends on the location of the
citation. The first time you cite the statute, you need to use a full citation. Subse-
quent citations to that statute within your analysis of the first issue should use a
short citation.2 In your analysis of the second issue, you should use a full citation
to the statute again the first time you cite it in that issue.

Even if your analysis of a particular issue is relatively
short, you should still consider using a full citation
again when addressing a distinct issue because the
reader, at times, may read just one issue of your
document or read the issues in a different order than
you presented them. Therefore, the reader will be able
to locate the corresponding full citation easily if it is in
your analysis of that issue.

2 An exception to this general rule requiring a short citation for subsequent citations to the same
statute throughout an entire section/issue would occur if that one section/issue in your document
is particularly long and the reader will have a difficult time locating the corresponding full citation
(i.e., if the second condition is not met). For the documents you will write for your legal research and
writing class, each section/issue will likely be short enough that you can use a short citation for
subsequent citations to the same statute throughout an entire section/issue of your paper.

The Bluebook Uncovered



Chapter 4 Statutes 69

2. How to Short Cite

After determining that a short citation is appropriate for your current statute cita-
tion, you need to determine what form the short citation should take. Your an-
swers to the following questions will determine the appropriate short form for
your current statute citation (see BP Rule B4, BP Rule B12.2, Rule 4.1, and Rule
12.10):

1. Does the immediately preceding citation in the document cite only one
authority?

2. Is the immediately preceding citation in the document a citation (full
or short) to the same authority as your current citation (i.e., is it to the
same statute as your current statute citation)?

For question #1, the immediately preceding citation can include multiple authori-
ties if it is a string citation.

Chapter 13 covers string citations.

A citation to a statute may list another authority in an explanatory parenthetical,
but an authority cited (or referred) to in parentheticals does not count as separate
authority when answering question #1.

N

Chapter 10 covers the different types of parentheticals.

For question #2, you would consider a statute within the same title or subject mat-
ter as the “same authority” (see BP Rule B12.2). For example, if you currently want
to cite § 1332 of Title 28 of the United States Code, you would answer “yes” to
question #2 if the immediately preceding citation in the document is a citation to
any section of Title 28 of the United States Code.
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You may still answer “yes” to question #2 in jurisdictions that do not organize
their statutes by title number. For example, if you currently want to cite section 51
of New York’s Civil Rights Law, you would answer “yes” to question #2 if the
immediately preceding citation in the document is a citation to any section of New
York’s Civil Rights Law.

If you answer “yes” to both question #1 and question #2, you should use the ap-
propriate “id.” form for your current citation (see Section B.2.a below). If you an-
swer “no” to either question, you cannot use any “id.” form; you must use another
short form, which is an abbreviated version of the full citation (see Section B.2.b
below).

For example, assume that your current citation is to § 1332 of Title 28 of the United
States Code and you have already determined that a short citation is appropriate
for the current citation. If the immediately preceding citation in your document
contains only one authority (i.e., answer “yes” to question #1) and that one au-
thority is any section of Title 28 of the United States Code (i.e., answer “yes” to
question #2), you should use the appropriate “id.” form. Otherwise, you need to
use another short form for the statute.

a. Id.

If you have determined that you should use an “id.” form for your short citation
to a statute, you then need to decide whether to use “id.” alone or whether you
need to use the “id. § X” form (where “X” is the pinpoint information)—see
BP Rule B12.2, Rule 4.1, and Rule 12.10.

If your pinpoint information is to more than one
section, the “id. § X” form would become “id. §§ X”

(where “X” is the pinpoint information).

Two section symbols (§§) should always be used when
citing to multiple sections, regardless of whether the
citation is a full or short citation (see Rule 3.3(b)).

“Id.” alone refers not only to the statute in the immediately preceding citation, but
it also refers to the same pinpoint information (i.e., the same section(s) and any
sub-section(s)) as in the immediately preceding citation. If your current citation
does not use the same pinpoint information as the immediately preceding citation,
you need to use the “id. § X” form.
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You may have used “ibid.” in other writing, but ”ibid.”
is not a proper substitute for “id.” under Bluebook
rules.

For example, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to § 1332(a) of Title
28 of the United States Code and that statute is the only authority cited in the im-
mediately preceding citation. If your current citation is to § 1332(a) of Title 28 of
the United States Code, the short citation sentence for it would be the following;:

Id.

According to BP Rule B10.2, the period in “id.” is
always underlined (or italicized if you are using italics
instead of underlining), and the “i” in “id.” should be
capitalized only when the “id.” is the start of a citation
sentence. If a sentence (textual or citation) ends with
“id.,” the period in “id.” also represents the period to
end the sentence (i.e., do not add a second period after
“id."):

Id.. ¥ incorrect punctuation
Id. v correct punctuation

Again, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to § 1332(a) of Title 28 of
the United States Code and that statute is the only authority cited in the immedi-
ately preceding citation. If your current citation is to § 1332(b) of Title 28 of the
United States Code, the short citation sentence for it would be the following:

Id. § 1332 (b).
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Notice that you do not use an “at” before a section
symbol (see BP Rule B12.2 and Rule 3.3).

Again, assume that the immediately preceding citation is to § 1332(a) of Title 28 of
the United States Code and that statute is the only authority cited in the immedi-
ately preceding citation. If your current citation is to § 1331, the short citation sen-
tence for it would be the following:

Id. § 1331.

All of the examples above use “id.” at the beginning of
a citation sentence; therefore, the “i” in “id.” is
capitalized. If “id.” does not begin a citation sentence
(e.g., when used in a citation clause), the “i” in “id.”

would not be capitalized.

b. Other Short Forms

If an “id.” form cannot be used (either because the immediately preceding citation
cites to more than one authority or it is not a citation to the same authority as the
current citation), you need to use another short form —an abbreviated version of
the full citation. Various short forms are acceptable, and they generally do not in-
clude the year-of-code parenthetical at the end of the citation.

For example, the following are acceptable short forms for the full citation to 28
U.S.C. § 1331 (2006):

§ 1331.
or

28 U.s.C. § 1331.
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Because the year is not required on a full citation to a
federal statute, one of the short citation options—the
second option above—is also a valid full citation to a
federal statute.

You can use such short forms even if the pinpoint information is different than the
full citation. For example, the following would also be acceptable short forms
given a previous full citation to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 (2006):

§ 1332 (a

or

28 U.S.C. § 1332(a).

You should review the table in Rule 12.10(b) to see other examples of short forms,
including short forms for state statutes.

In choosing which short form to use, you should
consider which one would allow the reader to identify
the authority clearly.

For example, if you refer to only one title of the United
States Code (e.g., Title 28) in a particular paragraph,
section, or issue in your document, you can use the
short form that does not include the title (e.g., § 1331) in
that paragraph, section, or issue.

If, however, you refer to multiple titles (e.g., Titles 28
and 42) in a particular paragraph, section, or issue in
your document, you should use the short form that
includes the title (e.g., 28 U.S.C. §1331) in that
paragraph, section, or issue.

C. Pinpoint Information

When citing to a statute, you should provide as much pinpoint information as pos-
sible. For example, if the information you are citing comes from subsection
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(©)(1)(A) of § 1332, your citation sentence would be the following (assume that a

short citation is appropriate):

§ 1332 (c) (1) (A) .

In the example above, there are no spaces between the parentheses of the subsec-
tions. If you cite to more than one section, you need to use two section symbols
(88). Do not, however, use two section symbols if you are citing to more than one
subsection of the same section (e.g., § 1332(a), (c)). Rule 3.3 provides detailed infor-

mation regarding pinpoint information with sections and subsections.

Section D of Chapter 15 covers pinpoint information
with sections in more detail.

Asyou can see in all of the examples in this chapter, you
should always use a space between a section symbol (§)
and the corresponding number. See Rule 6.2(c).

With this space, a section symbol could be at the end of
one line in your document and the section number(s) at
the beginning of the next line. To avoid this awkward
split, you can use a non-breaking space between the
section symbol and the number(s).

Your word processor should allow you to add non-
breaking spaces. For example, in Microsoft Word, a
non-breaking space is a symbol, and you can find it in
the “Special Characters” section when choosing to
insert a symbol, or you can press Ctrl+Shift+Space (PC)
or Option+Space (Mac) to insert a non-breaking space.
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D. Statute References in Textual Sentences

When referring to statutes in a textual sentence (i.e., not a citation), you may use
the section symbol (§) only when referring to United States Code provisions. For
state statutes, you need to spell out the word “section” in textual sentences. See
Rule 12.10(b), (c). Regardless of a statute’s jurisdiction, you must spell out the
word “section” if it is the first word of the sentence (see Rule 6.2(c)). The table in
Rule 12.10(b) has examples of referring to statutes in textual sentences.

E. Common Rules & Tables

The following table provides the common Bluebook rules and tables for full and
short statute citations.

Rule or Table Description
BP Rule B12.1.1 Federal Statutes: Full Citations
BP Rule B12.1.2 State Statutes: Full Citations
BP Rule B12.2 Statutes: Short Citations
Rule 3.3 Sections (for pinpoint information)
Rule 4.1 Id.
Rule 6.2(c) Section (§) Symbol
Rule 12.1-12.3 Statutes: Full Citations
Rule 12.10 Statutes: Short Citations
Table T1 Jurisdictions (statutory compilations)

F. Exercise

Along with using the information in this chapter, you should use your Bluebook
when answering these questions (note: do not use any jurisdiction- or court-spe-
cific citation rules, which are covered in Section C of Chapter 1 and are set forth in
BP Table BT2). Some questions may require you to find and apply rules that were
not specifically discussed in this chapter.

For all answers, use only ordinary or underlined typeface. That is, do not use italics
or LARGE AND SMALL CAPS typeface.
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As with some of the examples in this chapter, some of the legal authority used in
these questions may be fictional authority designed to test various Bluebook rules.

1. Which of the following is the correct full citation sentence to § 1983 of Title 42
in the 2006 edition of the United States Code?

A. 42 U.s.C. § 1983 (2000).
B. 42 U.S.C. §1983 (20006).

C. 42 U.s.C. 1983 (2006).

2. Which of the following is the correct full citation sentence to section 3-419 of
Maryland’s Labor and Employment Law in the 2008 edition of Michie’s Anno-
tated Code of Maryland?

A. Md. Code Ann. § 3-419 (LexisNexis 2008).

B. Md. Code Ann. § 3-419 (West 2008).

C. Md. Code Ann. Lab. & Empl. § 3-419 (LexisNexis 2008).
D. Md. Code Ann. Lab. & Empl. § 3-419 (West 2008).

E. Md. Code Ann., Lab. & Empl. § 3-419 (LexisNexis
2008) .

F. Md. Code Ann., Lab. & Empl. § 3-419 (West 2008).

3. Which of the following is the correct full citation sentence to section 101 of Title
8 in the 2010 edition of the Delaware Code Annotated (LexisNexis)?

A. 8 Del. Code Ann. § 101 (2010).
B. 8 Del. Code Ann. § 101 (LexisNexis 2010).
C. Del. Code Ann. tit. 8, § 101 (2010).

D. Del. Code Ann. tit. 8, § 101 (LexisNexis 2010).
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4. Which of the following is the correct year-of-code parenthetical for a citation
to § 22:1604 of West's Louisiana Statutes Annotated if part of the section you
are citing is contained in the 2010 main volume and part is contained in the

2012 pocke